SCIENCE     TO     THE     RESCUE
The greatest cleverness appears like stupidity; The greatest eloquence seems like stuttering. Movement overcomes cold, (But) keeping still overcomes heat,
The good ones I declare good; The bad ones I also declare good.
That is the goodness of Virtue. The honest ones I believe; The liars I also believe.
That is the faith of Virtue.
The third result, which follows from the above, is that you develop a contempt for force and conquest, because the strongest army breaks first, even as Hitler's or Napoleon's did. As an ancient Chinese proverb says: "The violent man shall die a violent death." If Nature is soft and goes in curves, the man who believes in force and direct action does not comprehend even the laws of the universe he is living in. Therefore:
When the world lives not in accord with Tao, Racing horses are turned back to haul refuse-carts. When the world lives in accord with Tao, Cavalry abounds in the countryside.
Therefore a good general effects his purpose and stops.
He dares not rely upon the strength of arms; Effects his purpose and does not glory in it; Effects his purpose and does not boast of it; Effects his purpose and does not take pride in it;
Effects his purpose as a regrettable necessity;
Effects his purpose but does not love violence* (For) things age after their prime. That (violence) would be against the Tao. And he who is against the Tao perishes young.